
whities: eating and drinking
(chamber opera in 3 scenes)

Scene 1

Rishin Singh 2020–2022



Total Duration: ca.90 minutes

Scene 1 Duration: 25 minutes

Orchestration

Soprano
Mezzo-soprano
Tenor
Baritone

Flute (dbl. Piccolo)
Bb Clarinet (dbl. Bass Clarinet)
Percussion, one player [glockenspiel, vibraphone, triangle, bass drum, suspended cymbal, temple 
blocks, snare drum]
Violin
Viola
Cello



Dramatis Personae 

Monika......................................................................................................Soprano
Vivienne....................................................................................................Mezzo-soprano
William......................................................................................................Tenor
Burkhard....................................................................................................Baritone

Night time, the apartment of Monika and William in an unidentified Western European city. 

Monika, white, mid-30s, is bored with her relationship with William yet publicly expresses how 
exciting it is. Although not swingers per se, she and her husband frequently seduce others into joining 
them in the bedroom. That her friends see her marriage as sexually adventurous is the primary way in 
which she defines herself. She has an unsatisfying yet high-paying and prestigious job in advertising. 
She worked hard at the beginning of her career to break through glass ceilings but no longer has any 
energy for such battles.

William, white, late-30s, was born into money in a family already, for several generations, wealthy. He 
is careful and deliberate in his dress. What he thinks makes him look a “gentleman” appears dandyish to
others: bespoke suits, loud socks, suspenders, etc. He has a Wealth Management Consultancy firm in an 
impressive of fice in an expensive building but the business is not profitable so he must subsidise it with 
his own private wealth. Regardless, he continues as the business endows him with feelings of power and
influence.

Vivienne, white, early-30s, values above all else her independence and privacy. She is a literary 
translator and lives happily alone. She shops exclusively at organic stores and wears high quality cotton 
clothes: shapeless tunics which mask her figure. She has a healthy, clean-scrubbed complexion and 
wears no make up.

Burkhard, white, early-50s, likes to spend time with younger people. He enjoys the authority amongst 
his friends that his age engenders, and needs always to be the smartest person in the room. He works as 
a director, mostly in theatre, but also for TV and advertising, which is where he and Monika met.

The apartment’s size and furnishings show that the couple are rich. Their sense of taste, however, is not 
original- rather gleaned from interior design magazines and popular social media accounts. The result is 
obviously expensive furnishings and design with a sense of emptiness at their core. 

At stage right, occupying about a third of the entire space, is the kitchen. It is scrupulously clean, with 
all of their high-end appliances on show. At stage left is the front door of the apartment with a tall 
mirror next to it, opening into a living /dining room dominated by a large dining table capable of seating
twelve people. Up centre stage right is a sofa suite and a well stocked bar.


























































































































































































































































